LEGILATIVE UPDATE

The National League of Postmastersis The Education Organization.
That education must include L egislative awareness. While it may appear that not
much makes sense these days, especially when it comes to news coming out of DC,
aswe all know sometimes appearances can be deceiving. Below you will note that
movement has taken place on the Moran (FERS) bill and it's status has moved it
out of committee. I n the wake of the recent District Consolidation announcements
this may appear to be a weak issue since cost cutting has become the prime
directive. But even in the Consolidation announcement one can see there has been
another VER initiative offered. This possibly may be the opportunity Moran's bill
has been waiting for by providing additional incentive for those FERS dligible
employees. While not revenue neutral like HR 22 when opportunity knocks
chances are someone will take advantage of the situation. The purpose of this
weekly column isto bring that awareness to all our members on a diversity of
topics. An INFORMED Membership is a more effective membership!

“ Power to the People—Right On! ”

Now forgive me for a moment because I'm about to
jump upon my soapbox and if you so desire not to
read the following then feel freeto just jump to the
Moran bill information on page 2.

There's anew beltway saying becoming famous
these days, "Y ou never want a serious crisisto go to
waste". Many people have been said to have origi-
nated that phrase and just who said it first really isn't
the point. The meaning behind it is worth noting
though, because we have seen how this has affected
our political landscape. Trandated "Y ou never want
aserious crisisto go to waste" really means that
FEAR has been determined as the prime motivator
for action. We see thisin most of our popular com-
mentators and political pundits as they use hyper-
bole like an art form. Unfortunately one of the first
victims of fear isthe Truth. Because for the most
part Truth justis. It is not emotional and does not
depend upon perspective. The very definition of fear

though is deeply rooted in emotional perspective.
How does the common person separate the wheat
from the chaff to make an truly informed decision
on what to believe? Let aone our law makers who
are just as bombarded with "information” from
every specia interest group in existence. Isthe
grain of salt we need to take truly agrain or the
size of afield salt lick ? (Mostly our midwestern
people will "get” that last sentence. The rest of
you ask one of us counrty folk what asalt lick is.)

The facts are we are al human from the highest
elected official to the most common laborer in the
field. History is agreat teacher, but one must be
willing to become involved to understand the dif-
ference. Because even the lessons of history are
dependent upon who may have written that
"history".
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The greatest divining rod in thisdiscussion is
common sense. Something that unfortunately ap-
pears to be in short supply these days. That iswhy
| will defer to the very foundation of our govern-
ment as truly the

template of common sense: Our Constitution.

Ladies and Gentlemen, | implore you to read our
Consgtitution, the Federalist Papers, biographies of
our founding fathers. Over 233 years has not
dimmed the light of Common Sense from these
sources. Yes, it'satough read but the precepts of
our country can not nor should not be forgotten,
ignored or "spun”. Neither should we allow
ourselves to be diverted from the real issues by the
media or any other source that seeks to shift our
focus from what is really happening in our country
or theworld. My adviceis, whatever you see or
hear or read should be taken with agrain of salt.
(And that includes ME too) Ask yourself what
does thisreally mean and apply a common sense
perspective. | am not into conspiracy theories or
buy into paranoianor do | believein a"what will
be will be" fate. | do truly believe in the basic
foundation of our Constitution that places the
power in the people. And to that end that ALL of
us; every single one of us can and do make a
difference.

Lastly, | must make the statement | have been pro-
fessing for most of my adult life. There is another
saying that has been around for avery long time
and in this day and age it has been no more appro-
priate. "Evil succeeds when good men (people) do
nothing." In light of what I've written above | must
add to this saying, "Evil succeeds when good peo-
ple do nothing or are diverted from thereal is-
sues."

So bottom-line what is Bill Krejci telling you - Be-
come involved. Take a common sense view. Speak
up and KNOW that you can and do make a differ-
ence. | honestly believe thisiswhat will carry us
through.
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FERS Sick LeaveBill Gets OK from House
Committee on Oversight and Gover nment
Reform

On Wednesday, March 18, 2009, the House
Committee on Oversight and Gover nment
Reform gaveits support to H.R. 958. The
bill would amend title 5, United States
Code, to make unused sick leave creditable,
for purposes of the Federal Employees Re-
tirement System (FERS) in the same man-
ner as provided for under the Civil Service
Retirement System (CSRYS).

Congressman James Moran (VA-8) intro-
duced the bill February 10, 2009, and it
had 36 cosponsors around thetime it was
referred to the House Committee. The
Congressional Budget Office hasreported
that FERS people would gain appr oxi-
mately $150 in their annual retirement
payment. Moran said that this measure
would reduce the number of federal em-
ployeescalling in sick in pre-retirement
weeksduetoa“useit or loseit”

scenario.




