LEGIBLATIVE UPDATE

The National League of Postmastersis The Education Organization.
That education must include Legislative awareness. The purpose of this weekly
column isto bring that awareness to all our members on a diversity of topics.

I n thislast election no one could argue the influence of the power of voting and
allowing a system to provide voters with options that improve having their voices
heard. Vote-By-Mail has given many states this option ideally with the most se-
cure method available via the US Postal Service. Mississippi Secretary of State
has called for legislative changes to provide additional safeguards mostly along
the lines of updating registries. Thiswill not only improve but also bring about a
more evolved process in favor of a universal Vote-By-Mail initiative.

An informed membership is a more effective member ship.

“Improving the Vote-By-Mail process’

Early voting numbers—SOURCE: National Conference of State Legislatures (www.ncsl.org)
- No-excuse pre-Election Day in-person voting, either early voting on a voting machine or in-person absentee
voting, isallowed in 32 states.

x An excuse for in-person absentee voting is required in 14 states, including Mississippi, and the District of
Columbia.

- No-excuse absentee voting by mail is allowed in 28 states.

x  An excuse to vote absentee by mail isrequired in 22 states, including Mississippi, and the District of
Columbia.

SOURCE: www.earlyvoting.net

Voter ID requirements
The federal Help America Vote Act mandates that all states require identification from first-time voters who reg-
istered to vote by mail and did not provide verification of their identification with their mail-in voter registration.

Mississippi has no other voter 1D requirement; 24 states have broader voter identification requirements than what
HAVA mandates.

In these states, all voters are asked to show identification prior to voting. Seven of these states specify that voters
must show a photo ID; the other 17 states accept additional forms of identification that do not necessarily include
aphoto
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Days before the Nov. 4 election, Secretary of State Delbert Hosemann was asked to appear on CNN's "Lou
Dobbs Tonight" to talk about how 29 Mississippi counties have more registered voters than voting-age people,
based on the 2000 Census.

The first-term secretary of state declined, passing over a chance to appear on national television.

"Mississippi needed to have a positive image going into the el ection and people needed to have confidence ...
that their vote counted,” the Republican Hosemann said in arecent interview.

Hosemann might not have wanted to talk about the apparently inflated voter rolls then, but now that the elec-
tion is over, he wants to discuss the issue with the 2009 Legislature when it convenes in January.

Hosemann said the record turnout on the Nov. 4 election highlighted several issues that should be dealt with
by the Legislature.

Hosemann is hoping legislation is passed to give county election commissioners two years to purge their voter
lists of people who no longer should be on them.

If they don't purge the rollsin two years, under the legislation, the Secretary of State's office would step in and
perform the task. The lists then would be turned back over to local election officials.

Hosemann also hopes the Legislature will deal with early voting and voter identification. He said he supports
early voting over an extended period of time as away to eliminate some of the crowds and chaos on election
day, but that it should be tied to voter identification.

If people are being alowed to vote over an extended period time, the safeguard of voter identification is
needed, Hosemann reasoned.

In recent years, Republicansin Mississippi have tried to pass voter identification. Many black legislators op-
pose voter ID, saying it could to intimidate particularly older blacks who can remember atime when state law
prevented them from voting.

Voter identification efforts have been stopped in the state House in recent years, though the House did agree to
aprovision that exempted those born before 1940 from having to show ID.

Republicans, led by Gov. Haley Barbour, rejected that proposal.
House Apportionment and Elections Committee Chairman Tommy Reynolds, D-Water Valley, said he also
supports early voting. He said he has observed the process in both Tennessee and Arkansas, and believesiit

works.

But Reynolds said early voting should not be tied to an identification requirement.

"Those are separate issues," he said. "Y ou can find states that have both, but some states have one without the
other."

But Reynolds said he and Hosemann can discuss such issues.

"We tak on a constant basis. We have aline of communications,” Reynolds said, "I think that is my job. We
don®always agree, but we express our views to each other in afrank way”




