LEGIBLATIVE UPDATE

The National League of Postmastersis The Education Organization. That
education must include Legidlative awareness. The purpose of this weekly
column isto bring that awareness to all our members on a diversity of topics.
California isusing technology to better serve that state's constituents. Hard
copy voter information has always been available but a new audio version is
now offered to assist those with visual imparities and save otherstime.
Adopting this pod cast style communication will also better inform voters on
the advantages of Vote-by-Mail and could lead to more support of a National
initiative. An informed membership is a more effective membership.

“\Vote-By-Mail promoted in Voter guide style audio book ”

To brush up on theissues before Election Day, California votersneed only fire
up their laptops, iPods, or Zunes, now that the Secretary of State's office has
launched a downloadable audio version of its Official Voter | nformation Guide.

" Many people may not read the voter information guide, but they still want to
lear n about the important issues on the statewide ballot," said Secretary of
Sate Debra Bowen, California's chief elections officer. " The new, downloadable
audio version of the voter guide allows peopleto catch up on electionsissues
while driving to wor k, multi-tasking at home, or working out at the gym.

" The downloadable audio guidewon't knock Poalitics L ost off thelist of best-
selling audio books' Bowen continued. " However it will be areal boon to voters
who arevisually impaired and to anyone who processes infor mation better by
listening to it rather than by reading it."

The Official Voter Information Guide, produced by the Secretary of State's of-
fice, offersvotersawealth of information to preparethem for voting. It includes
the full text of each ballot proposition, argumentsfor and against them, and
analysis of each from the nonpartisan L egislative Analyst.
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The guide also provides useful infor mation on registering to vote, voting by mail,
voter rights, options availableto voterswho declineto state a political party, provi-
sional balloting, finding a polling place, and becoming a poll worker.

Paper versions of the voter guidewill begin landing in voter mailboxes later this
month. The guideis produced in English, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Spanish, Taga-
log, and Viethamese and is available onlinein all seven languagesat . It is also offered
in large-print and audiocassette formats. Those versions of the guide can be ordered
online or by calling 1-800-345-VOTE.

Thelast day for eligible Californiansto register to votein the June 3 Satewide Direct
Primary Election isMay 19. Thelast day to request a vote-by-mail ballot isMay 27.




