LEGILATIVE UPDATE

The National League of Postmastersis The Education Organization. That
education must include Legidlative awareness. The purpose of this weekly
column isto bring that awareness to all our members on a diversity of topics.
In an age when common sense seems to be in short supply especially when it
comesto the call for more government regulations that are essentially un-
necessary Case in point, the recent editorial below from the Journal Times of
Racine, Wisconsin. Finally instead of jumping on the “ drive-by” media bus
thisauthor getsit! Cite thisinformation when communicating to your Legis-
lators. An informed membership is a more effective member ship.

“Do-Not-Mail law would be redundant as services already exist”

“ForestEthics and the Center for a New American Dream are spreading peti-
tions, trying to set up a national “Do Not Mail” list.

With celebritieslikeAlicia Silverstone and Darryl Hannah on board, their idea
iIsto mimic the popular Do Not Call lists available both nationally and in
Wisconsin.

So far, they’verun into a big obstacle: the U.S. Postal Service. None of the states
considering such alist hasyet approved it, in large part dueto the pleading of
postmasters.

They argue direct mail preservesjobsfor thousandsof printersand postal
workersalike. That aloneisn’t enough of ajustification for mountains of un-
wanted paper, but we agree such alaw isn’t necessary.

For one, the service would be redundant. The Direct M arketing Association
already operatesa site (http://www.dmachoice.or g) where consumers can take
their name off advertising mail lists. Other green groups have formed their
own, voluntary service (http://www.catal ogchoice.or g).
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The phonelist only became a necessity because no central trade group stepped up to
accept the duty. Granted, the direct mail organization hasno power over companies
that do not belongtoit. Considering the hundreds of thousands of Americanswho
file complaintsover Do Not Call violations each year, however, that's hardly a fool-
proof model.

We also recognize a distinction between phone calls, which areinherently intrusive,
and mail. Unlikearinging phone at dinner time, residents can deal with catalogs at
their leisure.”

Do-Not-Mail laws are un-necessary!




