LEGIBLATIVE UPDATE

The National League of Postmastersis The Education Organization.

That education must include Legidlative awareness. The purpose of this weekly
column isto bring that awareness to all our members on a diversity of topics.
Everyone should be aware that the Postal Service rate changes are limited to the
CPI. Over the yearsthe formula has changed for computing the country’'s CPI
to where both food and fuel are NOT part of the calculation. This makesthe ne-
cessity for cost cutting paramount for Postal survival 1n the examples below the
move to closing and consolidation seemsto be the field SOP for the future. Note
the comment from the Guam official stating a “ nation wide policy”

An informed membership is a more effective membership.

“Standardized Office closing and reduction in home delivery service?”

On Friday July 18th , thissign greeted customersthat visited this Florida Post
Officefor thelast time; " Astronaut Trail Post Office will be closing July 18,"

" Thank you for your business. We will look forward to serving you at other Titus-
villelocations."

Theletter size piece of paper announcing this newswasthe only notice left after
the shuttering of the post office Friday.

Over 80 yearsof serving downtown and north Titusville customers, the post office
was closed by the U.S. Postal Service as part of a nhationwide consolidation of
smaller postal facilities.

"1've had thebox 40 years," said one customer. " That'sthe only box my kids
know."

She had shared the box with her family, even retaining it as she moved to South
Carolina and Texas. On Friday, she asked if she could keep the faceplate on the
box asa memento. Her request wasrefused so she settled for the key.
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Many of the office's 300 customers, moved their post office boxes north to Mims,
causing them to travel afew more milesto collect their mail.

While Friday wasthe Astronaut Trail post office'slast official day of operation, mail
still was coming in for delivery. Therefore Postal Service plansto leave the door sopen
but unmanned to the postal box area during the weekend, so that customer'swould
have one last opportunity to pick up their mail.

The post office's closing isa sad day for longtime customers, who question why the
Postal Servicewould close an office with such historic significance.

In other parts of theworld the USterritory of Guam served by the Postal Service
was seeing another form of adjustment. Hoping to gain some information from the
USPS on itsdecision to install NCDBUSsin villages around theisland in lieu of home
delivery, the Mayor's Council met with U.S. Postal Service Customer Service Man-
ager, Kevin Brunton, today.

Brunton said the decision for the boxesis part of a nationwide standar dization
process and the Postal Serviceisnow assessing Guam's mail delivery village by vil-
lage to ensure mistakes made in the last decade no longer continue.

" Some of thethingsthat we aredoingisa disaster waiting to happen, some of the
thingsare borderline, but we had to come up with a guideling,” Brunton said. The
Postal Service could not say how long it will taketo makethefull transition from
home delivery to cluster boxes.




