LEGILATIVE UPDATE

The National League of Postmastersis The Education Organization.

That education must include L egislative awareness. The purpose of this weekly
column isto bring that awareness to all our members on a diversity of topics.
Ottumwa | A is probably most widely known as the hometown of the fictional

M.A.S.H character Radar O’ Reilly. The TV series was famous for mixing com-

edy with drama, but in real life that’s not always true. About 25 miles north of
Ottumwa is the small town of Delta | A. They are facing thereal life drama of
loosing their Post Office and the community is not happy. Below is a letter from

Amie Davis, a Delta resident that has called her community to action. Ms Davis

voices the value of her hometown Post Office and with as image conscious asthe
USPS proclaims they would do well to “find a way to satisfy” their customer’s
most basic need—keeping their HOMETOWN Post Office.
An informed membership is a more effective member ship.

“Image of Postal Serviceis being damaged by small office closings”

| have grown up “small town”-raised. My family moved from Delta but returned this year. |
like the idea of knowing who my neighbors are and walking down the road and seeing a
friendly smile from someone who knows my name.

The only problem with small towns? The United States postal system is trying to wipe them
off the map.On Aug. 5, | received aletter stating that on Aug. 30 our post office would be
closed and we would have to go to Sigourney to do packages and such. There are peoplein
this community that have no transportation, and there are the elderly who are not able to get to
a Sigourney post office. Our town has signed petitions, we have held special meetings and we
have a meeting with the postal service Thursday night on the reasons we are closing..

The good thing about a small town is when there are things that need done, we all get together
and get them done. As a community we have come together and have wonderful individuals
who have looked into the matter and gotten results from congressmen and retired post masters.
Thereisalady at the senator’s office who handles cases of small town post offices being
closed.
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No matter what our differences are, we have come together for what matters most, and | en-
courage all small towns to do the same. If we don’t fight for what we believe in we will fall,
and that is one thing our town is not going to do.

Amie Davis




