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The National League of Postmasters is The Education Organization.  
That education must include Legislative awareness. The purpose of this 

weekly column is to bring that awareness to all our members on a diversity 
of topics. Interest is mounting for Vote By Mail measures to be expanded on 
the east coast as the state of New Jersey joins the growing number of states 
offering this option to voters. The New Jersey system currently allows for  
absentee ballots but this measure would expand availability. As more and 

more states make this move to Vote By Mail on demand, those states that do 
not offer this option should take note of this ground swell movement. 

An informed membership is a more effective membership. 
 
 

“ New  Jer sey  con si der i n g  Vot e-By -M a i l ”  
 
New Jersey may soon join two other states in allowing voters to cast ballots by mail. 
Support is growing to increase voter participation. 

 The state has taken a number of steps over the years to simplify the voting process. 
Registration forms are more readily available -- including at motor vehicle agencies -- 
and absentee ballot requirements have been just about eliminated. Time was when one 
had to prove they were going to be physically away from the polls to get an absentee 
ballot. Now, all one has to do is ask for one. 

Voting by mail would be an expansion of the current absentee ballot system. Under the 
proposed bill, rather than fill out an absentee ballot application, a registered voter 
would need only to request a ballot to vote by mail. 

The drive to make registration and, in effect, voting easier has come about because 
fewer people are voting. Some 83 percent of registered voters cast ballots in the 1972 
presidential election, but only 72 percent did so in 2004. And in last year's legislative 
elections, turnout was 32 percent, the second lowest in almost 40 years.  
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Some may ask, shouldn't voting be a little difficult? Ideally, voters should care enough about 
the process that they're willing to make a little effort to vote. The easier voting becomes, that 
argument goes, the greater chance there is uninformed voters will vote. 

There is merit in that view. But with voter participation lagging, voting by mail can only help 
get more voters involved in the election process and in fact allows these previously disenfran-
chised voters to become MORE educated about the candidates and the issues. The results are 
then a more informed voter making a more informed choice with their vote. 
 
            
         


