
Yesterday, I had the 
pleasure to  travel 
with my wife, 
Gwenda, to Fort A.P. 
Hill Army Base in 
Virginia to attend an 
event that combined 
two of my life’s 
passions; the Postal 
Service and the Boy 
Scouts of America.  

The army base is the scene of the Boy 
Scout’s Jamboree, and this year’s 
Jamboree was something very special; 
it also celebrated the 100th Anniversary 
of the Boy Scouts!  Gwenda and I 
attended as special guests of Stan 
Carita, Postmaster of Hull, 
Massachusetts 
 
I met Stan this year at the League’s 
Branch Convention in Hull.  I quickly 
learned that Stan is a special guy and 
that we shared the privilege of being 
Postmasters, and we both had 
extensive experience with the Boy 
Scouts.  Stan had a special relationship 
with the Scouts.  He had, in the past put 
together and ran the post office for the 
Jamboree.  While that may not, on the 
surface, seem like much, consider this 
year’s Jamboree.  Almost overnight, 
more than 50,000 Scouts and support 
people set up camp.  Obviously, that is 
not a little family gathering, this is a 
huge undertaking, much akin to taking a 
day to set up a whole new city!   
 
Consider also that this city, like all cities, 
needs mail service.  Enter Stan.  For 
over two years Stan has been working 
with Boy Scout liaison, Todd Campbell, 
to do his part to bring the Postal Service 
to the Jamboree.  And Stan has brought 
it in a huge way!  Stan has over 30 
volunteers, from Postmasters to clerks, 

carriers and nurses, that help him with 
this huge challenge.  One of his support 
people is Ricky Price, Postmaster of 
Rixford PA.  We had a chance to share 
thoughts with Ricky on the Postal 
Service and the Boy Scouts, and he 
gave us the grand tour of the post 
office.   
 
After a welcome by base commander, 
Lt. Col John Haefner ( himself an Eagle 
Scout, Scouting’s highest rank), Master 
of Ceremonies, Eagle Scout, Jeremy 
Biedny, and Chief Scout executive 
Robert Mazucca, the Postal Service 
Vice President of Sustainability, Sam 
Pulcrano took the stage.  He spoke of 
his own involvement as a Scout in his 
youth and the activities of his sons, both 
Scouts.  Finally, the stamp was 
unveiled.  As you can see, the stamp is 
beautiful in design and somehow 
captures the spirit of Scouting.   

 
 
Attending this event brought back a 
flood of memories for me, both as a 
Scout, and as a Scoutmaster.  The Boy 
Scouts of America did much to form me, 
and I’ll always be thankful for the 
tremendously positive influence that it 
has had on my life. I’ve seen my own 
Scouts go off to do great things in life, 
and I’m sure that they would agree, 
Scouting has been a huge plus in their 
lives. Many thanks to fellow 
Postmasters Stan and Ricky for taking 



the time to include me in this great 
event, and for showing me the behind 
the scenes of running a post office 
under very unusual circumstances.  Just 
after the stamp unveiling, the line for 
special cancellations was over two 
hundred people long.  I spoke to Stan 
today; the line is still very long and the 
Express Mail and Priority Mail has been 
pouring in.  There is nothing like a 
package from home to help chase away 
 homesickness! 

 
 
 The Jamboree lasts through August 4.  
Stan will no doubt be ready for a rest by 
then! 
 
 
Charley Mapa 
Past President 
National League of Postmasters 
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